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RE: ~ No. FVO3-92S-1PR
Fed~ RegL!t«VoL70. No. 100. Pile 30001
0rape:5 Grown in 8. Dcliptod Area of ~.gru california and hnj)Orted Table
OnlpClS; Propoled ~ in ReguJatory Pai<xJ
COMMENTS IN OPP08mON TO pR()P08ED CHANGE

!)car Docket CICIk~

Soc. Air- Y Com. JC &; Sons Produce Ltda. 0J1X'~ The above referenced change in
~ eff ecti vc date ofT a b 1 e Grape Mark etiD& Order 92 S md the com pani on Table Orape
Import Regu1ation 4 'that will ~ ~ table ~ ~icd from Chile. ~. Agr. y
Com. JC & Sons Produce Uda. is in thtJ ~t\I}!! of ax~1ing ChiI~ agricultWB.1
COmmodi~CB. Imd ships appmximately 400.000 of fresh tabl~ ~ 10 1hc U .S. duri~ the
~ntbs of November tbn. April

~. Agr. )' Corn. JC &. S«.ts ~ Uda. co~ ~ ~ inc(JtplJnltes herein by
Ierere:nce, the dctailed COmmm1l3 8Dd sgpporting data ~~ by ASOEX, the Chilean
8'Xpo~ ~janon. S~fica1ly,~. Air. y Com. JC &;; SQno1 ~ Uda. In"gOS the
agency to rejec:t the proposed ehange in "the regulatory pcriod ~!:'-!-~:

2.

3.

Thc: Proposed Rule hn~Ge'S ~ng order standmds on Chilean supplies
when no dommtic varieties are IL\I\Iilable, and ~ore constitutes a non..
tsriffbanier COIrtrary to ~e terms ofWTO Agn:emen~ and the U.S.-Chile
Frcc Tn\de Aareentent
~ Propostid Rwo ~ ~on fcea frtartina April 1 'When no
domestic supplies are being so cb8rgro. and thCtCby violates Article HI and
Article vm orGATr 1994.
The change in the bc:ainnins eff~ve date of Marketing Order 925 and
Table Grnpe Import ReguIldi0n 4 fu)m April 20 10 April 1 will have a dircct
negative im~ 011 our ~ Soc. Agr. Y Com. JC & Sons Produce Ltda.
ships 40.000 of ~ 1able grapes to ~ U.S. from April 1 to April 20. If the
Propo.,e(j Rule should be adopted. the ~ed value of the table gt8pC5 to
be excl~ ftom shipment is us$ 217 ,~,OO. .
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The Pro~ Rule ~ DOt contain any evjiSctjee of circumvention by
Cbi1ean table IJ'8pes sufficiaJ:t to ~ the ~~ cbmac.
The chmlge in date fum1 Apil20 to April 1 ~ ~ an IU:tificiw shortage
of table grapes ~ there is no other OOntmerctany significant and ~liable
supply frotn any ~ o~ thIm Chllc.
The Cbil~ it'IpeS supplied from AI:l:ill to thO earliest commercially
signifiCat1t suppIi.es of grapcs ~ ~U. ¥aIley in California 2neet
marketing specification" frOm rctBil chains dlatl8re more stringcnt in 5Ome
respec:tB 'than ~ mcketiua order req\limneDts.
The proposed c:I1aDge cannot be ~d1y ~ ~ a 20 year-old survey of
cold storage ~C.tIS.
The profXJsed c:tIBJJP ~ oot be justi~ undQt1 d1c criteria- established by

925 or the c~on Table Crape
recoro prlccs rcx;cived by C(W)heUa
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